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Welcome to the Raincliffe Wood Community Enterprise
Spring 2024 Newsletter.

Find out what’s happening over the next few months in
England's largest community-managed woodland.

Introducing Ben
 

 
Introducing Ben Walker, Our New Forester

 
Ben recently joined the team at Raincliffe Woods Community Enterprise. We asked Ben (pictured above, right) to
tell us more about himself, and what attracted him back to his 'home turf'.

"My career working with trees all started at a tree nursery in Wykeham, North Yorkshire before leaving home for
university. I then completed a BSc in Ecology in Manchester, and stayed in the city to become an arborist and
woodland manager for a sustainable social enterprise, Tree Station. 
"Following this I joined the Woodland Trust as their Forestry Contract Manager for the North of England. 
Here, I worked on planting, felling and windthrow contracts; although I specialised in PAWS (Plantations on
Ancient Woodland Sites) and disease management. 
"Following this, I ran my own business, 'Kinship Forestry', here I engaged in planting contracts, hand felling
(primarily in CCF (Continuous Cover Forestry) woods), woodland management, and consultancy (management
plan creation and surveying). 
"I've also worked for a community run orchard one day a week, when I was based in Sheffield. 
"At the core of all the work I engage in is management of woodlands for the environment and viable
timber creation, which I believe provides our planet with a brighter future. 
"I am also undertaking a part time distance learning MSc in Environmental Forestry from Bangor University, and I
currently do some surveying work for the National Coppice Federation. 
"Aside from trees, I spend my time chasing surf, mainly on the North East coast (a fickle beast), and attempting
to play music (banjo).
"When I heard there was a job going as the Forester for Raincliffe Woods Community Enterprise, I put off my
upcoming contracts to meet the team and return to North Yorkshire. It is an honour for me to come back here to
my roots in Scarborough, having been brought up in West Ayton.
"I spent my youth walking and playing in Raincliffe Woods and Forge Valley. So, to be back here, near some of
my family and old friends, as well as working the woods close to my heart is a real privilege. 
"I hope in the coming years to be able to make a positive impact to the woods by managing this landscape with
caring hands. I intend to improve the habitats here by working the woods under a Continuous Cover Forestry
system, providing environmental benefits as well as creating products for the local economy. 
"I look forward to bringing the skills and knowledge I've gained over the years to the woods and community here,
please do say hello if you see me knocking around the woods, I'm always happy to discuss the work we're
carrying out."
 

Spring Equinox Retreat with Happy Seal Yoga

 
Wednesday 20th March 2024, 9.30am to 12noon.

Retreat to the Woods is returning to celebrate the Spring Equinox on Wednesday March 20th.
Join Helen (Happy Seal Yoga) & Claire from Raincliffe Community Enterprise for a morning of mindfulness in the
beautiful setting of Raincliffe Woods. 
We begin with a quiet, mindful walk through the woods followed by a yoga flow under the morning sky and end
the session with a closing circle.  
Bring your walking shoes, yoga mat and plenty of layers to keep you warm. 
Save the date for now, tickets will go on sale with Happy Seal Yoga from 13th March when we'll have a
better idea of the weather forecast.
Photos taken at the last Raincliffe Retreat by Sam Toolsie Instagram @samtoolsiephoto and Facebook
Samantha Toolsie with thanks.
 

Walk Into The Past
 

 
Saturday 23rd March 2024 10.30am to 12noon (NOW SOLD OUT, THANK YOU)

Also, Saturday 20th April 2024 2pm to 3.30pm. 
Meet at Raincliffe Gate Car Park. 

Scarborough Archaeological & Historical Society will lead us on a fascinating journey into the past!
The woods hold many secrets and many important features are hidden amongst the trees. It contains over 200
historic environment and built heritage features including ancient charcoal pits, holloways and overstood coppice
covering 4,000 years of human interaction with the landscape.
This will be a real adventure and we will see a completely different side to the woods.  
The walk will be on some uneven paths and some slight slopes.
To book email Claire on c.rodway@raincliffewoods.co.uk or message me 079467 45657
We will be taking donations for this event (suggested £5) as this helps us put the money back to supporting the
woodland. But pay what you can. 
 
These are two stand alone events so you can come to one or both.  
 

Contact Clare Rodway

Easter Egg Hunt

Tuesday 26th March 2024
1pm to 4pm, free event!

Join us to find the hidden Easter eggs hidden in Raincliffe Woods.
With many other free activities such as 'plant your own seeds and watch them grow at home',
make your own natural bird feeders to take home and weave a nest with recycled materials.
This is a chance for children to play and to learn about Spring and the season of rebirth.
Perfect for parents trying to find some local, free activities. 
Where: Raincliffe Gate car park. When:  1pm till 4pm.
This is a drop in so come when you want, no need to book. 

 
 

Contact Clare Rodway

Evening Wildlife Discovery Walk
 

 
Wednesday 3rd April 2024 6pm to 7.30pm

Join us to discover a quieter time in the woods, less humans!
A chance to spot and absorb seeing our beautiful local flora, fauna, and fungi.
There’ll be a chance to listen out for the tawny owls and maybe just maybe we may spot a badger!
The walk is kindly being led by Scarborough Field Naturalists Society, local experts to the woodland.
Parts of the walk are steep, and cover rough, uneven, and sometimes wet ground. Please dress accordingly.
Sadly, the walk is unsuitable for wheelchair users.
A certain degree of fitness is needed. Although we will not be rushing!
Booking is essential and there are a maximum number of attendees.
Due to the nature of the activity, the walk is unsuitable for dogs and young children, sorry.
To book please email Claire Rodway: c.rodway@raincliffewoods.co.uk
 Or call Claire on or 079467 45657.

Contact Clare Rodway

Poetry Meander

Thursday 11th April
6pm till 7.30pm

 
Where: Raincliffe Gate Car Park
Hoping you will join Claire for this mini adventure.
We will take a wander through the beautiful woods of Raincliffe, pause and read nourishing poems. 
Let's give poems legs! 
It will give us the opportunity to connect with our surroundings and enjoy the views and wildlife. Bringing us some
well-earned restorative space.
Please bring your own favourite poetry that relates to woods or the environment and we will share them in the
group. These can be your own poems or famous ones! And if any of you feel inspired to compose poems as we
walk then that will be wonderful.
We will have a chance for a cuppa (please bring your own) and a chance to share our love of poetry.
A donation on the day will be gratefully received. Which goes straight back to helping the woods thrive.
 No need to book. 
For more information contact: c.rodway@raincliffewoods.co.uk or telephone: 07946745657.

Contact Clare Rodway

Monday 22nd April 2024
Celebrating Earth Day with a Retreat in the Woods

12.30pm to 3pm.
 

Retreat to the Woods is returning to celebrate Earth day with a chance to nourish ourselves. Join Helen (Happy
Seal Yoga) & Claire from Raincliffe Community Enterprise for an afternoon of nature connection and mindfulness
in the beautiful setting of Raincliffe Woods. 

We begin with a silent mindful walk through the woods followed by a yoga flow under the vast sky and end the
session with a closing circle.  
 
Bring your walking shoes, yoga mat and plenty of layers to keep you warm. 
 
Save the date for now, tickets will go on sale with Happy Seal Yoga when we know what the weather is
doing!
 
Photos taken at the last Raincliffe Retreat by Sam Toolsie Instagram @samtoolsiephoto and Facebook
Samantha Toolsie with thanks

Walk into Spring

 
Saturday 4th May 2024

2pm to 3.30pm

Join us to discover a magical time in the woods, Spring has sprung! 
Wander gently within the stunning spring display and learn the wonders of the natural world.
Flowers will be unfurling and carpets of wild garlic and bluebells will be on the woodland floor.
It’s a busy time for insects too!
The walk is kindly being led by Scarborough Field Naturalists Society, local experts to the woodland.
Parts of the walk are steep, and cover rough, uneven, and sometimes wet ground. Please dress accordingly.
Sadly, the walk is unsuitable for wheelchair users.
Booking is essential and there are a maximum number of attendees. Due to the nature of the activity, the walk is
unsuitable for dogs unless they are an assistance dog. 
To book please email Claire Rodway: c.rodway@raincliffewoods.co.uk or call Claire on 079467 45657.

Other Events This Spring
 

Sunday 3rd March 2023, 10am to 12noon - Keep Scarborough Tidy in conjunction with Raincliffe Woods
Community Enterprise will be holding a litter pick. Meet at Raincliffe Gate car park. Post code: Low Road,
Scarborough YO12 5TD (second car park on the left after Throxenby Mere) when coming from Scarborough
What 3 words: smart.smirking.steaming

Saturday 18th May 1pm to 4pm - Pottery Workshop with Rebecca Norris Designs - come make a coiled mug
and small plate, imprinted with items foraged from the woodland.

June - Sketching Walk with Savannah Storm, more details coming soon on our website and Facebook page.

Contact Clare Rodway

Introduction to Nature Journaling
Saturday 16th March 2024.

10am to 12.30pm - Introduction to Nature Journaling with Anna from Wild Creatives.
Each person will receive a nature journal, an activity book and learn how to engage and observe nature in new

ways. Full details to follow.

There is a full itinerary of the Spring and Summer Workshops, below which can be booked
via Eventbrite.

Details also on our website.

Supporting our Community Woodland

As a not-for-profit social enterprise, all monies generated from our guided walks, memorial trees, firewood and
map sales are reinvested back into the management of the site to:

Create a healthy, thriving woodland resilient to pests and diseases
Protect and enhance a mosaic of wildlife habitats
Keep the site safe and manage dangerous trees
Make repairs to bridges, fences and footpaths
Deliver events and activities
Keep the site clean, and deal with fly tipping
Manage invasive, non-native species that threaten our woodland

Volunteer Conservation Days
 

Without our wonderful group of volunteers, we would not be able to do all the tasks we have in the woodland to
help it thrive.

We are looking to recruit more volunteers to our conservation days.

We do a variety of tasks such as clearing along the Derwent, boardwalk maintenance, coppicing, ride
management, and litter picks.

We do of course take a cuppa break and lunch break very seriously! It is a lovely day out in beautiful woodlands
with a sense of purpose.

Dates are now listed on our website, taking place on a Thursday every fortnight. 

We meet at various car parks in the woods to set off on the day from 10am to 2pm but you can just come for a
few hours.

If you are interested and to get more details contact :
Claire Rodway 07946 745657
You'll be very welcome to join us.

Raincliffe Wood's Deer Population 
 
 

Have you seen the deer at Raincliffe Wood? Do you know what species they are? And do you know what part
they play in the ecology of a woodland?
 
Across the UK, we have 6 species of deer, but only 2 species are native. These are the Red deer and Roe deer.
In Raincliffe, Row Brow and Forge Valley we have Roe Deer which depending on the time of year, live in very
small groups.
 
Roe are a beautiful medium sized deer, weighing between 10-25kg. Males are called Bucks, females are Does
and young Roe deer are called Kids. As Roe deer aren't too big they leave relatively small hoof prints in the
woods, which are approximately 4cm long for adults. You may have seen their tracks while out in the woods.
 
In January we were very privileged to have a visit from BH Wildlife Consultancy, who through funding via the
Forestry Commission, were able to do a Thermal Imaging Deer Drone Census for us to survey the deer
population in our woodland. BH Wildlife Consultancy was also recently on Countryfile (11th February at 18:00,
You can still watch it on BBC Iplayer).
 
The drone pilot, Rob, was amazing and the kit he was using was incredibly accurate. He was able to scan the
woodland from above the canopy, pick out heat signatures and then zoom in on the camera to identify the deer.
During the time of the survey, he was able to count 74 in total (60 inside our boundary and 14 just outside). The
only section that couldn't be done due to access and suitable take off points was a section of Row Brow.
 
This survey was very insightful as we were unsure how many deer we had, but due to Roe deer ecology and
behaviour, it would be easy to assume there weren't that many in the woods.
 
Why Did We Have The Survey?
 
Many years ago, before humans removed predators from our land, animals such as Lynx and wolves would have
been part of a balanced ecosystem with the deer, keeping populations at a healthy balance. Over many years,
due to an unbalanced ecosystem and the absence of predators, deer populations across the UK are at a record
high. The deer population is the highest it has been for 1000 years. So as an organisation, whose goal is to
restore our woodland to semi-ancient and ancient woodland status, boost biodiversity and preserve our
woodland for future generations, it is important for us to know how many deer we have.
 
What Does That Mean for Woodland Conservation?
 
High deer numbers can have a negative effect on biodiversity as it means they heavily browse on the natural
regeneration of trees, planted trees and the woodland flora. Reducing the number of new young trees coming
through, can make a woodland vulnerable if all the trees are of a similar age. This also reduces the number of
flora and fauna that needs that cycle of young and old trees to survive.
 
If you walk around the wood, you may see the signs of the damage from the over-browsing. Keep an eye out for
low numbers of natural regeneration or few species of young trees (deer love to eat species like hazel and oak,
but don't eat species such as birch and sycamore). Look out for saplings that have new branches nibbled
anywhere from a deer’s head height down and also keep an eye out on where we have coppiced for new shoots
getting browsed. It's not always obvious but there is plenty of evidence around the wood.
 
What Are Our Plans?
 
We are working closely with experts from the Forestry Commission and other organisations on the different types
of things we can do to continue monitoring our deer population and minimise the impact of high deer populations.
 
As our monitoring continues and plans develop, we will keep you up to date via our Website and Newsletter. If
you would like to read the report from the Deer Census, it will be added to our website for you to read. Also, if
you would like to discuss this with us, please email me via r.weatherley@raincliffewoods.co.uk.
 
Rob Weatherley, Community Woodland Manager

 

Future Plans

Visit Our Website To Find Out More

Contact Claire
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Future Plans

One of the key issues highlighted by the business plan are the financial challenges faced by the community
enterprise.  This is primarily due to the significant land management responsibilities and liabilities associated with
managing a freely accessible public green space containing 3 miles of highways and over 10 miles of public
rights of way against extreme weather and with the increased threat from tree pests and diseases. 

Become a Member of Raincliffe Wood Community Enterprise!
 
If you are interested in Raincliffe Wood Community Enterprise why not become a member?
Membership is free, for life, and means you own the Enterprise equally with every other member.
Once a member, you can also become a volunteer and be practically involved in the project.
You will get regular updates on what is happening, be able to vote at meetings and the AGM, and stand for
election to the management board if you wish.

Become a member here.
 

So why not plan your visit and immerse yourself in nature! 
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